High Politics and High Finance
money gifts among the Italian and British officials employed, and paid into the respective Foreign Offices of the two countries, amounted to ^500 on each side. In addition to this the King of Naples, through his ambassador in London, the Marquis Circello, sent the British Secretary of State, Grenville, a snuff-box set in diamonds, valued at one thousand pounds. An article of the same sort, presented by the Neapolitan sovereign to the British ambassador, Hamilton, cost but ^500, though twice that sum seems to have been allowed for it by the Neapolitan court,. "This," complains Sir William Hamilton, "is the only perquisite that has fallen to my lot in nearly thirty years* residence ; it is hard to be jockeyed out of half its value." Canning went to the Foreign Office first, as Parliamentary Under-Secretary, in January 1796. The snuff-box question was then going on; it formed the subject of one of his brightest foreign office jeux d'esprit. By this time it was an understood thing that the English ambassador negotiating a treaty should draw on Downing Street for ^"500, to be given to the members of the foreign government concerned in negotiating the treaty. A similar sum was allotted to the British negotiators by their foreign colleagues. There had now grown up a practice on the part of the Downing Street staff of claiming these foreign gifts as their own perquisites. This habit had not been resisted by Lord Henley, Lord Minto's predecessor at the British Embassy in Vienna* Grenville, as Foreign Secretary, supported the Downing Street claim. When treaties were in progress of making, much bickering was exchanged between the office at home and the embassies abroad. The Foreign